Red Talon STD/HIV Coalition

Our goal is to reduce the prevalence of STDs among American Indians and Alaska Natives in the Pacific Northwest by uniting to share wisdom, data, and resources, identify and address common priorities, and develop strategies to eliminate STD-related disparities.

Meeting Minutes – July 25, 2007

Seattle


Meeting Attendees: 
LeAnn Alexander (Confederated Tribes of Umatilla); Mark Aubin (WA DOH); Alex Popov (County Health Department in Yakama and Colville); Mickey Fallis (County Health Department South of Tacoma); Victor Ross
(Spokane County Health Department); Bob Hausner (County Health Department - North Washington and Klallam); Jutta Riediger (SPIPA); Fransing Daisy (NW AETC); Anne Meegan (Seattle STD/HIV Prevention Training Center); Maddie Smith (Lummi Nation); Annabeth Elliott (Idaho DOH); Laurie Conratt (NW AIDS Education & Training Center); Kathy Charles (Lummi Nation); Beth Mallalieu (Lummi Nation); Scott Tulloch (IHS); Lori de Ravello (IHS)


Tribal Action Plan Update - We are on target to complete all of the July-September activities for 2007. Objective #5 involves writing a case study documenting Umatilla’s experience providing STD screening during Basketball Tournaments. 
Follow up: 
Stephanie and Lisa will contact LeAnn at Umatilla so see if this is possible. If not, we will contact Anita and Irene to document STD prevention activities that have been carried out during BADD Tournaments. The full plan can be accessed at: http://www.npaihb.org/epicenter/project/prt_tribal_action_plan/
Update on PRT Activities - 
Stop the Silence Media Dissemination Strategies - During our last Coalition meeting (in April), members discussed ways to increase the visibility and placement of the “Stop the Silence” print Public Service Announcement. Since then, we were able to get one of the PSAs placed in the June issue of Indian Country Today - over 3,000 copies were printed. The www.StoptheSilence.org website is now receiving 500-700 web hits per month. The Teen Zines are now complete and available to see at: http://www.npaihb.org/epicenter/project/prt_reports_publications_media_materials/ 
Women’s Health “Safer Snaggin” Parties - Project Red Talon can offer on-site training to groups of women who are interested in hosting “Safer Snaggin” Parties - just let us know! 

School-based Chlamydia Screening - Project Red Talon received funding from IHS to support tribal activities related to School-Based Chlamydia Screening Projects. Contact Stephanie if you are interested in coordinating this project within your community.
School-based Adolescent Health - Project Red Talon expects to receive a contract with the National Coalition of STD Directors, which will focus on developing additional School-based STD prevention resources targeting Native youth. We’ll keep you posted!

Red Talon Case Study - Project Red Talon is writing a case study documenting the challenges and successes of the Red Talon Coalition. A draft will be ready for review at the next meeting in October.
2008 Reproductive Health Conference - Seattle, WA - March or April 2008. We will likely have funding available to send 8-10 tribal clinicians to this conference (with travel and registration scholarships). We’ll keep you posted!
Grants - Condom Video Intervention - Project Red Talon applied for a grant that would allow us to develop a condom video targeting the NW Tribes. No news yet...
Grants - Media Development - During the April Coalition meeting, members expressed interest in submitting another application for the Library of Medicine HIV media grant. PRT submitted an express application for $10,000, which would focus on educational materials and trainings targeting healthcare providers at the tribal clinics. No news yet...

Committee Reports and Discussion - 
Media and Outreach & Prevention Capacity - Deb Espesete (PRT Intern) is working on updating Red Talon’s STD fact-sheets. 
The StoptheSilence TeenZines are ready to be sent out, but we will first create a 1-page guide for teachers to help them use the Zines in their classrooms as a class lesson. We will begin sending them out every three months, starting this Fall. We also discussed contacting Native American Calling to see if we could get the StoptheSilence Campaign highlighted on an upcoming show, or get them to focus on STDs as a call-in topic. 
We discussed hooking into local native music and clothing designers to get our StoptheSilence logo more visible. (Stephanie contacted Native Threads, do you know of any others that could be solicited?)
We discussed the European commercials and PSAs that address teen pregnancy - usually very edgy - If we get the media grant, we will look more closely at replicating some of these materials. 
We discussed Curricula and Interventions targeting Males. Wise Guys is an evaluated program that has been proven successful in helping young males make better, wiser decisions about sexuality. The program offers school-based activities, multi-session lesson plans, instructor training, and group presentations. See:  http://www.wiseguysnc.org/
Testing and Treatment - Attendees: Fransing Daisy, Anne Meegan, Mark Aubin, Scott Tulloch, Laurie Conratt, Mickey Fallis, Alex Popov, Victor Ross, Maddie Smith Jutta Riediger, LeAnn Alexander, Bob Hausner.

School-based Chlamydia Screening: Scott Tulloch from IHS/CDC provided some background on funding for this project.  IHS adapted guidelines developed by ETR for school-based Chlamydia screening for Indian Country.  These were released in Spring 2007 and IHS is currently working with three sites in the Navajo Nation to plan implementation of a screening program.  They have also given money to Red Talon to support start up costs for school-based CT screening in the Pacific Northwest (contact Stephanie for further information.) Scott and Jutta emphasized how much time it takes to build the relationships to implement a screening program and the importance of inside advocates for the project helps move things forward faster.  Jutta suggested a good advocate may be the lead staff person for the public school system who works with tribal schools.  Tribal schools are considered part of the public school system. Maddie Smith described efforts to implement CT screening in the Lummi Nation school.

2008 Reproductive Health Conference - These ideas were presented to the Conference planning committee:

· Universal testing guidelines—implement for tribal clinics

· Update on CT screening in tribal school-based clinics

· Risk Assessment for Native Americans (speaker Fransing Daisy)

· Cultural competency in health care delivery (panel discussion with variety of populations)

· Native American CT rates—comparing IHS Stop CT sites with IPP sites (possible speakers include Scott Tulloch & Maria Couregan for WA state).
· Tribal protocols with health care delivery
Other Committee Goals/Ideas

· How to support implementation of routine HIV testing in tribal clinics (Scott Giberson at HRSA may be able to assist)?

· How to support implementation of HPV vaccine in tribal clinics?

· CT Screening in tribal jails



Save the Date: 
Quarterly Board Meeting - Red Talon Update - October 17th, 2007 - Sometime in the Afternoon
Red Talon STD/HIV Coalition Meeting - October 18th, 2007 - Noon-4:00 (Lunch Provided)
Location:

SILVER REEF HOTEL CASINO SPA
4876 HAXTON WAY
FERNDALE WA  98248


360.383.0777
866.383.0777

Rooms are blocked under the group name of “NW Portland Area Indian Health Board Meeting”.  Rooms at this hotel are $89.00.  Please call the Silver Reef Hotel Casino Spa by September 14, 2007 to receive the group rate.  Reservations received after this date will be accepted on a space available basis and at the regular room rate.  

Upcoming Coalition Agenda:

12:00 - 
Lunch
1:00 - 
Introductions and Tribal Updates
1:30 - 
Tribal Action Plan and Project Red Talon Update
· School-based Screening - New funding available to Tribes interested in hosting a School-based Chlamydia Screening event. 

· School-based Prevention - New materials under development.
· Training and Outreach in 2008 - Community mini-grants available for speakers, training scholarships, STD outreach, promotion, etc. 
· TeenZine Teacher’s Guide

· Red Talon Case Study

· Future Meetings: Training (PM) / Meeting (Following AM)

2:00 - 
Presentation & Discussion - AI/AN IPP Data


Jeanne Marrazzo MD, MPH and Linda - Division of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, University of Washington Harborview Medical Center.
3:00 -  
Committee Meetings & Discussion
· Media and Outreach
· Prevention Capacity
· Testing and Treatment)
4:00 -  
Adjourn
